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Dear Hanford Challenge Donor, October 23, 2018 

As I write this letter, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for you and your commitment to the 
mission of Hanford Challenge. Because of you, the voices of Hanford employees have been 
heard and the cycle of worker exposure to toxic waste and subsequent denial from 
management will come to an end.  

For many years, Hanford workers have suffered from exposures to toxic chemical vapors from 
Hanford’s underground nuclear waste tanks. Injuries and illnesses resulting from these 
exposures included both short and long-term health impacts, even in some cases leading to 
lung disease and brain damage.  

Because of your generosity and ongoing financial support for Hanford Challenge, a 
formidable coalition was formed. This coalition consisted of a Hanford union (UA Local 598), 
the Washington State Office of the Attorney General, and Hanford Challenge. Together, we 
filed lawsuits against the federal government and a Hanford contractor, seeking a court order 
to stop the imminent and substantial endangerment of workers. 

It worked. 

On September 19, we held a press conference at Attorney General Bob Ferguson’s office in 
Seattle to declare victory.  After three years of hard-fought litigation, the federal 
government entered into a settlement agreement that protects Hanford workers now and 
throughout the future of the Hanford cleanup. 

This Agreement provides for more monitoring, more transparency, a commitment to capture 
and treat toxic chemical vapors, enhanced worker protections, and litigation costs. The terms 
of the Agreement are enforceable in federal court. Because of you, the government was held 
accountable to protect worker health and safety at Hanford.  

You are amazing.  Hanford Challenge is able to do the work it does because of your generosity, 
and without you, this tremendous victory would never have happened.  Thank you for 
showing that you care about protecting human health, the environment, and the welfare 
of future generations. 

Many Thanks, 

Tom Carpenter, Executive Director
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