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Stimulus Money Flows In: Will It Make a Difference? compiled by Liz Mattson

With Hanford due to receive roughly $2 billion in federal stimulus money, questions are being rai
about whether that money will be wslbent. This influx of funds has potential to speed up the
cleanup, but due to the complex decision making process at Hanford, much of that money may be Ic
projects not prepared to move forward.

The way in which cleanup activities are decided upon and executed raises challenges for DOE in spe
stimulus money efficiently and effectively.

When it comes to cleanup, Hanford has a history of overpromising and underperforming. The reason
many and controversial but the simple fact remains that Hanford cleanup projects take longer and cost
than estimated. Take, for example, the Waste Treatment Plant (WTP). Originally set to open in 2007 w
budget of $4.3 billion, the plant is now scheduled to open in 2019 and its budget has ballooned to $12.
lion.

Will influx of $2 billion improve

the cleanup at Hanford? Cleanup activities at Hanford, such as building the WTP, digging up an old trench, tearing down a builc

or pumping molassass into the ground to neutralize hexavalent chromium, are determined by decisions
under environmental laws. These laws are explicitly written to take decigéimg authority away from pollutésswhich, for Harford, is

the Department of Energy, Hanfordbés owner and operator md nc

Protection Agency (EPA), make decisions to accept, eto, cheée
(Continued on pagg)

Thorium Discovery Heats Up Mason Lowe

Si\?ce April 2008, Hanford Challenge and environmental scientist Marco Kaltofen have been
estigating the presence of radioactive thorium on the banks of the Columbia River a few th
sand feet from Burial Ground 648in the 300 Area. This burial ground includes a section knowr
as the AThoria Trench. o

This February, the Washington State Departments of Ecology and Health joined Hanford Challe
in a joint sampling effort to investigate our previous thorium findings. All parties collected sampl
together and analyzed them independently. The results of the joint sampling have turned up
matically different levels of thorium, though the testing and lab methods were nearly identical. (
analysis turned up elevated levels of thorium including the isotop228hassociated with nuclear
research, while the State found nothing beyond naturally occurri¥@Ztat background levels.

' R ) = Hanford Challenge sampled a thin surface deposit of thorium mineral contamination, while V
TO”t’Carpept:rbfy%satm\"/p"r:gsmn sampled more inert underlying materi aliltfwh
upstream ot Hanford at Vantage. that we were interested in the surface mate
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